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^ ^ . MINUTES, &c.

^*^ >
The miroductory sermon was preached by Wm. H. Jordan, Iroin 1st

Cor. chap, and 59th v. Sy
N^ V Che Convention was called to order by th^, President, Alfred .Docke-'

v^ F}. Tray er by J. J. Finch

Appointed Ransom Sanders, Joseph Broughtuo, J. F. Ellington, Lo-

^€<|fepivey and Isaac Stallings, a committee lo select preachers for the

staiM, during the session of the Convention.

j^poinled T, B.Barnett, and 4§ta|i^h Solomon, a comroiitee of Fi-

Contributions were receivCTKo^^neJoHowing churches, Societies,

Associations and Individuals.^ ^ ^



Counties. I Ch's. Societies, &c.j Delegates. Post Offices.

Wake,
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Chatham,
(C

Craven,
Cumberland,

Richmond,
Johnson,

Sampson,
Duplin,

Pitt,

Edgecomb,
Bertie,

Hertford,

Chowan,
Franklin,
Granville,

Orange,

Person,
Cai^well,

Rowan,
Surry,

Ashe,

Raleigh Church,
Wake Forest,

Wake Union
Wake Liberty,

New Salem,
Holly Spring,

Mt. Moriah,
Rolesville,

Wake Cross Roads,
Raleigh Association,

J. L. Holoman,
Rock Spring,

Mt. Gilliad,

Newbern,
Friendship,

Fay. Female Bapt. S.

Cape Fear Bapt. As.

JohnPurify,
Caitledges Creek,
Johnson Liberty,

Smithfield,

Biilah Church,
Goshen Association,

Greenville,

Tarborough,
Sandy Run,
Chowan Association,

Pleasant Grove,
Edenton,
Tar Kiver Asso.
Hesters,

Grassy Creek,
Island Creek,
Flat River Asso.

Bulah Association,

Antioch,
Mars Hill,

Sister Graham,

Olive Branch,
Trinity Church,
Eatons,
Barton Robey,
R. Jacks,

E. Hightower,

M. B. Royster,

S. Wait, J. B. White,
^

A. J. Battle, 3
Foster Fort,

Jeremiah Lapsiter

Anderson Yates,
Needham Norris,

Daniel Du Pre, Sr.

W. A. Atkinson,
L. Cook, J. P. Robinson,
J. Dennis, W. Yates S. H.

Dunn.

Geo. W. Thompson,
Joshua Williams *

J. J. Finch, J. C. Stevenson
D. S. Williams,
John M 'Daniel,

J. C. Aveiett,* J. Gains,*
M. Watson,*

Alfred Dockery,
J. Boon, N. Bryant,
R. Sanders. R. T. Sanders
D. Lunsford & W. H.>

M'CuUers, 5
Rufus Hines,

M. Blount, F. B Miller,*

N. A. Purify, by do.

David Harrell,

Dr. S. J. Wheeler, T. Me-
redith, Dr. S. Webb,
J. X. Pritchard, G. W.
TnDmpson.

Dr. J. C. Moore,
T. Waff, M. T. Gregory,,
T, Crocker,* J. Solomon
W. Gordon, T. Badgett,

T. B Barnett,

W.H.Jordan,
W. Jones, Geo. W. Jones,

G. W. Purify, A, Black-
wood.

J. M. Beaver.

Thos. S. Fawcitt,

John C. Howell,
R. D. Bumpas, J.Y.Wil-

kinson,

R. M'Nabb,
Israel N. Rich,

• Abaent.

Raleigh,

Forestville,

do.

Wake Foref^t

Holly Spring?,

do.

Busbee's Stora,
Rolesville,

do
Raleigh,

do.

Pittsboro, *

Hackny's X Roads,
Newbern,
Averysboro,
'Fayettevillo,

do
do.

Dockery's Store.

Busbee's Store.

Smithfield.

Clinton,

Lenansville,

Greenvile,
'!"arborough,

Brit's '>^ Roads,

Murfreesboro,

Rich Square,
Edenton,
Louisbui^,
Oxford,
\^ aterloo,

Williamsboro,
Oxford,

Hillsboro,

do
do.

do.

Dutchville,

Yancevil'e,

Farmington,
Rock ford

Jefferson,

^^



Froe««d«4 toSthe election of officers for the ensuing year, which resulted

« follows:

—

PRESIDENT. , A. DOCKERY,
Jst. VICE PRESIDENT, T. MEREDITH,
2Qd. VICE PRESIDENT, C. W. SKINNER,
3rd. VICE PRESIDENT, S. WAIT,
COR. SECRETARY, W. H. JORDAN,
REC. SECRETARY, J. McDANlEL,
TREASURER, A. J. BATTLE.

BOARD OF MANAGERS.

Thomai Crocker, J. B. While, W. T. Brooks, James Dennis, W. A.

Atkinson, M. D. Freeman, David Justice, VV. Jones, James S. Purify,

Geo. W. Thompson, Geo. W. Jones, J. Solomon, R. D. Bumpas. J. J.

Finch, Geo. M. Thompson, S. H. Dunn, Albert G. Hinton, Thomas
D. Oldham.

An inritation was extended by the President, to corresponding and

vitiiiog brethren to sit with us.

The committee on Tracts, reported, report laid on the table.

Appointed J.J. Finch. R. T. Sanders, T. B. Barnett, Geo. M. Thorap-

j«n, and Needhara Norris, a committee to report on the expediency of

having an a|;ent, if one should be advised to recommend a suitable per-

•OD.

Appointed J. L. Pritchard, W. H. Jordan, and Samuel Wail, a Com-
mittee to nominate twenty persons, from whom ten may be elected by

the Trustees of Wake Forest Colle^^. to fill vacancies in their Board.

Appointed R. T. Sanders, David Harrell and M. Royster, a commit-

tee to solicit donations to defray the expenses of the Delegates to the

triennial Conrtntion in May last.

Appointed Geo. M. Thompson alternate to P. W. Dowd, to preach the

BermoD, pn behalf of the Convention at 11 o'clock on Sabbath.

Adjourned lo^ o'clock, to-raorrow morning. Prayer by S. Wait.

Saturday morning Convention met at 9 o'cloc]£. Prayer by J. L.

pritchard.

Names of Delegates called over.

Moved that the repprt on Tracts be re-committed with instructions to

eji^race the American Baptist Publication and S. S. Society, and tha^

^. J. Finch, be added to the committee.

The committee on S. Schools reported, report was laid on the table.

filosred that the reports on Home and Foreign Missions be called for

lit the close of the morning sermon, and that information of this arrange*

mentbe announced at the stand, that those who wish to hear these re>

ports and the remarks that will follow, may have an opportunity to at«
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The comrai'.teelo nominate twentv persons from whom Trustees to

Wake Forest College, are to be elected, reported, report received and

commiitep disrharfrf d.

Moved that the following extracts from the catalocup (^f W. Colleoe

be inserted in odr mitiutes. wiih ;i request that (he assoclRiioDS of our

denomination, friendly to this Convention vviJi insert the same, in their

Yninutes.

COMMENCEMENT AND SESSION OF W. F. COLLEGE.

The commencement is on the third Thursday in June.

The Jirst session will commence on the second Monday in August.

and close on th third Thurseay in December.

The serond session will commence on the second Monday in Janua-

ry, and close on the third Thursday in June.

The vacations are from the third Thursday in December, to the se-

tjond Monday in January ; and from the thiid Thursday in June to the

first Monday in August.

The committee on Home Missions reported. The acceptance of there-

port, was moved by J.J Finch, and urged by some appropriate and inte-

resting remarks. Geo. M, Thompson, seconded Ihe motion and fullow-

<fd it with feeling appeals in behalf of the Home Mission department

—

repori received, and ordered to be appended to the tninutes—see letter A.

The committee on Foreign Missions reported. The acceptance of

the report was moved by S. Wait, and sustained by an affecting history

of Foreign Missions, it was .seconded by W. H. Jordan, who also added

some most interesting incidents -connected with that history, together

with some views of the character of ihe Heathenworld, calculated to

inlf'rest all the sympathy of christians in their behalf. Repori received,

and ordered to be appended to the minutes— see letter B.

The Missionary Hymn, 'From Greenland's' icey mountains was then

sung With lively interest by i^e Convention,

Prayer was also offered up to God for the success of Missions, by W.
H. Jordan.

The Committee on Education, in the absence of its Chairman, pre-

sented the following resolutions as a substitute for the report, which

were adopted, and committee discharged.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that there are

pleasing indications of increased attention to the importance of Educa-

tion throughout our state.

Resolved, Tha< the success which has hitherto attended the ope-

rations of Wake Forest College, calls for our sincerest gratitude to God;

and should encourage its friends to increased efforts, to relieve it from

all its pecuniary embarrassments.

The committee on Temperance reported, report laid on the table, and

«ommittee discharged^



The comnintee on -he s:ale of Religion, in N, CaroHna, begged to be

excu^^ed, on acco'int of the ab^eEiT** of their Chairman.

Moved, That thf^conirrtitiee !>• excused and d.spl»aropd..

J. . F'nch, the only dei^^gate w .0 afieii Ifil the Tri'^-miti! Conveniion.

held in Baltimore, in May lasi, repoiied 'the result of his observations

whilst at the Convention, and stated that 'he large majority of that body

were entirely opposed to making '* Slave-hol Jing" a lest of christian

fellowship, and that he witnes-^ed the sronire't atiachment between the

nortliern ard southern member* of the Baptist Church.

Adjourned till 9 o'clock Monday morning. Prayer by J. J. Finch.

The exercises on Sa'tbalh, were conducted by N. A. Porifv, Geo. M
Thompson, J. J. Fmch, and R. M'Nanb. The '-ongregation was large

and atleniive. We pray that a blessing may attend the labors of this

daVi

Sabbath collection, in behalf of the Convention, $:29,S5.

Monday Morning.

Convention met at 9 o'clock. Prayer by Geo. W. Purify.

The cotnmitiee on Periodicals reported, lepori received and commit"

tee discharged.

Resolved, That vve consider it important to the interests ol our de-

nomination, that a Baptist Religious Periodical, shall be ptiblished in our

State.

Resolved, That we recommend to the Baptists of the Slate, to form

an organization, to sustain a Religious P<^riodical.

Resolved, Tliat J. J. Fmch, be authorized to solicit names to carry the

above resolution into effect.

Moved that our Missionaries be called upon to report.

S.Sr-nter, reported that he had labored 55 days in ihe field to which

he was appointed, and had received from sundry persons, the sura of

$18,30 for Home Missions.

G. M. Thompson, had labored i2 days, vvhere he was directed, but

receivpd no funds.

B. Robey, travelled and preached 163 days, had attended several as-

so:iations, and received for Home Mi-sions, S22 70. For Foreign Mis-

sions ^1, 25, und for Education $1,25. Gave as a donation to Home
Missions $10.

R. Jacks, reported 107 days service, had received fcr the Heme Mis-

sion Fund, $2,50. Gave to Home Missions, as a donation $10.

R. McNaob, labored 60 days in his field, received for Home Missions

$81,25; lor Foreign Missions, $3 25, and a balance of unpaid subscrip-

tions of $15, to be collected shorily.

Resolved, That the corresponding Secretary, prepare from these re-

ports, a report of the Board, to be published with these minutes.

Appointed, S. Wait, T. B. Barnett, and Dr. S.J. Wheeler ,» com-



tuiiiee to noiuiuate, and fix the compensaiiou lor Missionaries, for next

year.

Ordered, That the Tieasurer pay to T. Meredith, fifty dollars, for

, printingm inuiesof last year.

. Appointed, S. Wait, T. Meredith, J. McDaniel W: A. Atkinson, ani6

j A. Dockery, delegates to the Baptist State Convention of South Caro^
' lina. Y

Appointed W.H.Jordan, T. B. Barnett, J. L. Pritchard, N. Palmer,

and Dr. G. C. Moore, Delegates io the Baptist Slate Convention of

V^irginia.

Appointed, S. Wait, W. H. Jordan, J. L. Pritchard and G. C. Moore,

a committee to nominate ten additional persons from whom the trustees

of Wak? Forest Coile2re may select five to fill vacancies in their Board.
Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to the Trustees of Wake Forest

College, $25.50 for tuition of IVJ. T. Yates, one of the Benificiarys of

the Convention in the Coll^ae Department; also to pay to W. T. Brooks,
$40 foi Board of M. T. Yaies, tht Fall session of 1841, also to pay

$15,50 for tuition of Honeycui, a Benificiary of this body for

the Fall session of 1841. in the English Department.

Resolved, That $200 be appropriated from the Home Mission, to the

Foreign Mission Fund, as directed at the last session of the Convention
Further resolved. That the balance of the Home Mission Fund be di*

vided pro ratia, amongst the Missionaries, with an assurance that they

shall be paid in full out of the first monies that may come to hand
The comrniitee to nominate ten persons from whom the Trustees of

Wake Forest College, may fill vacancies in their Board, reported, report

received, and committee discharged.

Appointed the following standing committees to report to the next

session of the convention.

On Home Missions, W. H. Jordan, S. Wait, and W. A. Atkinson.

On Foreign Missions, S. J. W^heeler, Dr. G. C. Moore, and G, M.
Thompson.

On Education, J. B. White, D. S. Williams, and David Harrell.

On Sabbath Schools, J. L. Pritchard, Geo. M. Jones, and J. P. Ro-
bertson.

On Publications, J. J. Finch, N. A. Purify and R. M'Nabb.

On Periodicals, T. B. Barnett, W. Jones, and R. D. Bumpas.
The committee on Tracts, and the A. B. Publication, and S. S. Socie-

ty, reported, report received, and committee discharged.

Resolved, That we view the organization of the Baptist Publication

and Sunday School Society, as an institution, eminently designed to

promote the cause of our Redeemer, and the interest of the Baptist de-

nomination; and that we recommend our Ministers, and Churches la

extend the'r aid in the support of this Society, by procuring Tracts*

Theological and Sunday School Books from the general Depository id

Philadelphia. Application should be made to B. E. Loxley,No. 21>

south Fourth street Philadelphia, as general agent.
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Resolved, That this Conveniion, approbate the p an aufgested bf

raanv brethren of preparing a denonoinational Hymn Book, by the

American Baptist Publication and S. S. Srcietv.

Resolved, Thai our. nge-nt, and Missionariee, if any should he ap«

pointed, be requ'estod to ascertain as far as piaciicHble, how oiany Bap

list associations therf* are in the State, how many Ministers, and Cl>urch-

es, and their Po>t Offices j^'and how many m-njbers have been baptized

during the year 1S41, and to (orward the san)e, to Dr. S. J. Wheekr,

Post Master, at Motfeesboro, N. C.

Resolved, That the reports on Home and Foreign Missions, be ap-

pended to the minutes and that all oihers be laid on tiie table.

The corjiraitlee on the agency reported, that ihey deemed it highly

important, that an agent should be employed lor the Convention, and re-

commended A. J. Batile, as a suitable person for an agent.

Resolved, That A. J. Battle, be appointed agent for the Convention,-

for the next twelve months.

Appointed J. B. White, R. T. Sanders, and Daniel Du Pree, a com-

mittee to procure an agent in case A. J. Battle, should decline accepting

Appointed, a
committee to prepare an address to our denomination, urging and per-

suading them to more active exertions in sustaining the objects of the

Convention, and that the address be published in the Recorder, and in

these minutes. ••

Resolved, That we accept with thankfulness, the generous offer of

D. S. Williams, G. M. Thompsoh, J.Dennis, G. W. Purify, R. M'Nabb,

R.Jacks, and Barton Robey, to render gratuitous missionary serTic^

of from one to two months in diflfereni parts of the State during the en-

suing year.

Adjourned 'till Tuesday Morning, 8 o'clock. Prayer by R. M'Nabb-,

Tuesday Morning.

Convention met at 8 o'clock. Prayer by W. A. Atkinson.

Resolved, That our agent be allowed five hundred Dollars, as eom-

pensaiion for his services.

Resolved, That M. T. Yates, be continued as a Beneficiary of the

Conveniion, for the next year, lo remain at Wake Forest College.

Whereas, upon a free consultation among the Delegates, and metu-

bers of Johnson Liberty, they have agreed to relinquish their ciaitn on

the Convention, for^its next session to be held with them, upon condi«

ion, that whenever they ask foi the Convention, after the year 1343, itit

^o be given them^ therefore, Resolved, That the next session be held

with the Meherrin Church, near Murfreesboro, Hertford county, N. C,
to Commence on Friday before the 3rd Sabbath in October, 1842.

Af pointed Dr. S.J. Wheeler, B. Robey, and Geo. W. Purify, a com-
mittee on the statistics of out denomination in this Siate^ to report to tht.

next session.



Appointed J. J. Finch, to preach the Iniroductor/ sermon next ses'

•sioD, and G. W. Purify, to be his alternate.

Appointed VV. H. Jordan, to preach on Sabbath, in behalf of the

Oonveniion, and S. VVjait, to be his ahernate.

The coramiitee to solicit funds to defray the expenses of our delegates

to the Triennial Convention reported, report received, and committee

discharged.

The commiiiee on ihe association, to sustain a religious Periodical in

the Sate reported.

Moved That the committee be continued, and that A. Dockery, T. B-

Barnetr, Dr. S. J. Wheeler, and A. J. Battle, be added to the Commit-
lee to report to the next session.

Moved, That a vote of thanks, be tendered to the brethren and friends

of this vicinity, for their hospitable entertainment of the present session.

Resolved, That 1500 copies of the minutes, be printed and distributed

by the Recording Secretary.

Resolved, That a package of not less than ten copies of the minutes,

be sent to each auxiliary of this body. ^

Ordered, That the Treasurer, forward to the Treasurer of the Trienni-

al Convention, the sum of ^400.

Resolved, That the Missionaries, who have tendered their services

gratuitously to the Convention, be requested to use such measures as

they deem proper, to prevail on our churches, to send funds, and dele-

gates to the next session cf the Conveniion.

Appointed S. Wait, 'to prepare a respectful notice oi the late J.

Culpepper, sr., tobe appended to these minutes.

The following brethren, in consideration of the deficiency of funds in

the Home Mission Department, have loaned to the Convention the sums
annexed to their names, to enable the Convention to pay to its Missiona-

ries, all that may be due them. James Dennis, ^10; Alfred Dockery,

.^10; R. T. Sanders, $10; W. H. Jordan, ^10; Ransom Sanders, $10

T. B. Barnett, $10; Dr. G.C.Moore, $10; N. A. Purity, $5; R. D
Bumpas, $5; John Y. Wilkerson, $5 ; R. M'Nabb, $10; and Geo. M
Thompson, $'0. The above sums to be returned to those persons, who

have loaned them or their assigns, from the Home Mission Fund, av

the next session of this body.

Adjourned, bv appropriate addresses from W. H. Jordan, and J, J.

Finch. Prayer by S. Wail. A. DOCKERY, President.

A. J. Battle, Rec. Sec. pro-tem.

Proceedings of ihe Board oj Managers, at its meeting at Wake
Forest College, June iQth, 1841.

A. Dockery, President, took the chair. Prayer by J. B. White.

Members present—D. Justice, D. Thompson, T. B. Barnett, Greo.

M. Thompson, J. S. Purity, and A.J. Battle.
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Moved, That A. J. Battle, be excused from the commiiiePj to appoint

Missionarits, and that D. Thompson and R. T. Sanders, be added to the

committee, and requested to appoint the missionaries, and appoint them
to labor.

Resolved, That the Treasurer pay to M. D* Freeman, §40, for the

board of M. T. Yates', Beneficiary for the Fail session of 1840; also to

pay the Trustees of Wake Forest College, $20,50, for Tuition of M*
T.Yates, Fall session of 1540^ and §20 50, for do. spring session of

1841. iu the classical department; also, §15,50, for tuition of Honey-
cuti'. Spring Session of 1841, in the English Dnpariment.

Adjourned. Prayer by George M. Thompson.
A. DOCKERY, Piesideni.

A. J. Battle, Rec. Secretary, pro-tem •
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Cantrihutions paid to R. M\Mabb,for the Conveniioh.

Counties
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Cnntributions paid lo Barton Robey.for ike Conveut'inon.

Counties.
|
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R^porl 071 Coniribui'wnS'

CorNTJES.

Wake,
c<

li

<i

<c

a
<(

(I

<<

(C

Chatham,
<<

(<

<c

<c

(<

-<(

Craven,
Cumberland,

(*

Richmond,
Johnson,

Sampson,
Duplin,
Pitt,

Edgcombe,
Beitie,

Hertford,

Chowan,
Franklin,

Granville,
(C

Orang?,
4>

<(

C<

Perso n

,

Caswell,
Rowan,
Surry,
Ashe.

Churches, &c.

Raleifjh Church,
Wake Forest, ,

Wake Union, '

Wake Liberty,

New-^a!eni,
Holly Spriiig,

Mount voriah,
Ro esville.

Wake Cross Roads,
Ra'eigh Association.

John L. Holoinan,
Sister Sarah D. Bentley,

Rock .'Spring, of which.
Sister Man y, paid ;$2 ,00 '\

Sister Thompson, paid ^2,00
George Harman, paid !$2,()0 )

John Thompson, paid ^20(),

Geo. W. Thompson, paid !jj!2,00

Mount Giead,
Nevvbern,
Friendship,

Fay. Female Bap. Society,

Cape Fear Bap. ilsso.

John Purify,

Cartledge's Creek,
Johnson Liberty,

Smithfie'd,

Bulah Church,
Goshen Association,

Greenville,

Mrs. C. Clements,
Tarbovough,
Sandy Run,
Chowan Association,

Pleasant Grove,
Eden ton.

Tar River Association,

Hester's

Flat River Association,

Bulali Association,

Mai's Hill,-

Antioch, ^

Sister Graham,
Ulive Branch,
Trinity Church,
Eatons,
Barton Robey,
Richard Jacks,

Epaphroditus Hightower,
Sabbath Collection,

Collection by R, M'Nabb,
Do. by B. Robey,
Do. by R. Jacks,

Do. by S.Senter.

I

H.M.

9 00
7 70
5 00
14 35
5 00

53 8

6 34

3 50
'5 00

2 CO

5 00
17 30

10 00

4 48
15 00

F. Tvl.

1 00
4 20

Edit.

5 00
10 00
3 38
10 00

21 45
6 34
3.50

3 50
23 00

10 00
28 75

10 00

20 00

5 00

10
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Treasurer's Report.

A. J. Battle, Trea. to N. B. S. Con-.

To ballanceonhand Oct. 5, 1840

To cash of vleherrin cb. by S. J. Wheeler,

To cash of Raleigh Asso. by J. Dennis,

To contributions to this meeting.

To cash loaned by sundry persons.

Bv
By

By

By

By

|By

By

By

By

By
By

By

Contra.
cash overpaid Home Mission Fund,

cash pd. M. D. Freeman for board 1

of iM. T. Yates, Fall session, 1840 5

cashp'd. J. B.White, Tr. W.F.C. >

for tuition M. T.Yates & Honeycut, 5

ca-h p'd. Burton Robey , for 162 days >

Missionary service. 5
cash p'd R. Jacks, for 107 days

Missionary service,

cash p'd R. M'Nabb, for 60 days

Missionary service,

cash p'd M. Thompson, for 42 days >

Missionary service, 5
cash p'd. S. Senter, fox 55 days )

Missionary service. 5
cash p'd to F. Mission Fund, by )

order of Convention, 5
cash p'd T. Meredith, for Minutes,

cash p'd. H. Lincoln, Trea. of Tri-

ennial Convention of U. S.

premium on check.

Postage of letter.

}

Ballance on hand, Oct. 18th, 1841.

Amount overpaid H. M. Fund,

H.
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PROCEEDINGS

f)

VT THE N. C. Bible Socjety, at Its Fifth Annual Meeting at John-
son Liberty, Johnson County, Oci. 16ih, 1841.

The meeting was called to order by the 1st. Vice President,W. H.
Jordan, lakins iheChriir. Prayer by D. Harrell.

Appointed T. B. BarneJt, J. Dennis, M. D. Freeman, and R. D. Bum-
pas, a eomniiltee on finance.

On motion, invitation was given to AuxiUiary Societies, and individu-

als, to become members of lliis Socirty.

The following presented themselves :

Olive Branch, by R.D.
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On.moiion, appoinied T. MEREDITH, Presiddknt,

WM. H. JORDAN, > ^, President.
SAML. WAIT, l

^reMUeni:?.

D. S. WILLIAMS, Cor. Secretary,

A. J. BATTLE. Rec. Seer, lary,

ALFRED DOCKERY, Trea.

W. n. Merritt, Ransom Sander?, C. W. Skinner, Dr. G. C. Moore,

Dr. S. J. VVbeeler, Ja5». M'Daniel-, J.J. Fitjch, R. M'Nabb, M. D. Free-

mau, T. B. Barneit, J. B. Whi;e, G. Douglass A. Howard, G. W. Puri-

fy, J. Fooshee, Dr. W.M. Crenshaw, J. S. Williams and R. T. Sanders,

the Board of Managers.

The Cor. Sec. begged to be excused for not presenting a report of the

Board.
Moved, That he be excused with the request that he will present a

full lepori from the proceedinos of the A. and F. Bible Society.

Resolved, Thar, the Treaurer^ forward me money in hand to the

Treasurer of the American and Foreign Bible Society, to »ne uexl meet-

of this Society.

Moved, That the minutes be printed as usual.

Adjourned. Prayer by Geo. W. Purify.

W. H. JORDAN, President pro teoa.

A. J. Battle, Recording Sec.

REPORT ON HOME MISSIONS.

The Committee on Home Missions, ask Uave to report:

That, they have had the subject of H. Missions under consideration

and they are led to believe it is one of immense 'inr.portaijce. This is

manifest not only from the fact, that by this department of our labor, the

o-ospel IS preached to many who would otherwise be destitute, but also

from the consideration, ihat the (»peralion of Home Missions, is favora-

ble to aU the other benevolent eflorls of the day.

In the opinion of your committee, if this branch of our business, be

suffered to languish, all the others will suffer with it. Some of our

brethren seem to confine their attention to tlie Foreign Mission.

The great importance of the Foreign Mission, is at once admitted.

Your committee feel in its prosperity, a most lively interest. But they

are satisfied that its success will he found identified with ihe success of

Home Missions. And the same we think, may be said of each of the

other objects, for the promotion of which we are laboring. That we

are not mistaken in our calculation, we think will at once appear, if we

appeal to facts. So far, as our own observations have extended, it has

invariably appeared, that when the Home Mission has prospered, all the

other benevolent institutions have prospered with it. And when the Home
Mission has been on the decline, all the other departments of benevo

lent effort, have also declined with it.
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We regard, therefore, ihe Home Mission, as the ground work, anli

support of all the other objects of benevolent effort.

And after all, your committee are wholly unable to decide upon the

course that ought to be pursued. It is believed, that the Home Mis-

sion IS in debt. And ii is known that many of our brethren feel unwil-

ling to increase that debt, by any additional appointments.

What ihen shall be done ? This question the committee are under

the necessity of leaving to the decision of the Convention. All of which

is respectfully submitted.

SAMUEL WAIT, Chairman.

REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The command, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to

«very creature," plainly makes it the duly of christians, to aim at the

universal spread of truth, and shows that their work will not be accom-

plished, nor their obligations cease, till the nations now sunk in darkness,

shall see the light ot life. That it is the purpose of God, to preach the

gospel to the whole world, by the instrumentality of man, no one can

doubt who is capable of interpreting the plain language of Scripture.

The only point, where any difference of opinion can arise, is found in

the means and the manner of laboring for the salvation of the Heathen.

And hence, the opposers of Missionary operations, finding it impossible

to object to the end, sought to be promoted consistently with any respect for

scripture, have had recourse to the lame apology, that the measwr^s em-
ployed are wrong, and unscriptural. But the duty to send the gospel to the

Heathen, involves the duty to do it in some way. How then is it to be done?

The gospel cannot be preached to the Heathen without preachers, and

preachers cant' preach without means to subsist upon. Nor can the Bi-

ble be printed and circulated without means, and means to any thing

like, a sufficient amount cannot be raised without efforts and measures,

such as are employed by our Conventions, Missionary Societies, &c. If

then sue."- measures are indispensable to the aitainmenlof the object,

and in no way, infringe upon the rights or freedom of any one, where is

the ground fur objection to them? and who can oppose the measures

without indirectly opposing their object

—

the salvation of the Heathen ?

But among those who approve of the object, and the measures, there

is an insensibility to the perishing condition of the Heathen, which is

little less injurious than down right opposition. This insensibility, is

$ manifested in the monthly concert of prayer, in the little that is conlri-

^buted^ and the little that is done to send the Bible, and the living minis-

try to those who are ignorant of God, and of the way of salvation by

»sus Christ. In this remaik, we of course, allude to what is dose in the

rmits of this State; and it is with a mingled feeling of regret and ples-

"sare, that we designate all the limitations of our remark,—regret beeaust
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we are so much behiod in Missionary 2eal, and active benevolence and

plea^'ure, because others are doing their duty, if we neglect ours, and are

sustaining the cause of Missions, which, if dependent upon us, would lan-

guish and die. The resources of North Carolina are great. Our church

here, is numerous, amounting, it is 'supposed, to the rise ot thirty thru-

sand, and our members have enough, and to spare, alter supplying their

own lawful demands, to keep a full treasury for the Lord. But what

have we done—what are we doing for the Heathen 7 What Missionary,

have we raised up, educated and sent beyond the sea , to siiow unto

men benighted, the way of balvaiion ? What laborer in the Mis-

sionary field, has been sustained by our contributions, and chevied by our

sympathies and prayers, amid his toiis and sacrificas? How manychil-

dren of Heathen parents have we preserved from cruel.y and death, and

instructed in those prin=cip!es, which are able to make ihcm arise unto sal-

vation? What dark spot of Heathenism, have we illuminated—what

soul there has been rescued from eternal leaih, through our instrumen-

tality? Something has been done, U is true,—some few huiidreds of

dollars have been raised among us lor Foreign Missions, through the in-

strumentality of this Convention; but a very large proportion of our

members can claim no part nor lot in this matter ; and there arp hundreds

of Baptists in N. Carolina, who never have contributed one cent, to send

to the Heathen ! It is to these we address the above interrogations—up-

on these we would press the last command of our Saviour—these we
would ask, " How much owesi thou thy Lord ?"

Why, it is proper to ask, is there such insensibility among us to the

condition of the Heathen? Why are so many opposing the measures^

which send them the gospel, while many who speak favorably ol ihera

are doing nothing for their support ? One cause we think is found in the

unfaithfulness of Ministers. They have not taught the ciiurcbes their

duly on this subject. They have not acquainted them with the condi-

tion of the Heathen. They have not manifested themselves, sufficient

interest in the missionary enterpize. For many have been fightingagainst

it, while the warmest among us have been far too cold, and inconstant in

promoting it. If it be "required of steward's^ that a man be found faith-

ful," what will be done with such unfaithfulness, when the ministers of

North Carolina shall stand at the judgment bar? What will they say,

when with the churches they have led astray, or the members who h

slumbered over their duty for the want of proper instruction and ex

pie, they shall stand together with those Heathen nations, froni w
they have withheld the word of life? Ministers have more

than ordinray men, and if that influence be not rightly directed

more harm than ordinary men. If they treat the cause of mis

neglect— if they are absent from those meetings, which were'

for the special purpose of aiding the cause of missions, it reach^

ihan the indifference or absence of other men. And it is just

i



difference as this, that has crippled our energies^ and retarded those plans

which have been wisely laid for sending the gospel to the destitute.

Another cause is found in the low tone of piety that prevails among
us. How many ?eem to think that the gospel requires them only to seek

their own salvation? Tiiey began their spiritual course in a s^.irit of

5?Ifis;Uies5j and in mat tht/ have continued. But they have not been

faithful even to ihemselve?, ihey have not lived in an atmosphere of love

peace, and joy—"-they have not maintained a steady, consistent christian

course. Now compare tins wiih the tone of piety found in the New Tes-

tament. There it is '''counting all '.hings lost, for the excellency of the

knowledge of Christ"—''forsaking all for him"— ''"glorifying God, in

body and spirit, which are his"—doing good unto all men, as there may
be opportunity"— rejoicing in the Lord always." How far below this is

the tone of piety that prevails among us 1 And can it be expected that

a people wiil be concerned to give others benefits, they do not enjoy

themselves— ihat ihey should be anxious to give the Bible to the Heathen?

when they do not prize the Bible themselves— that they should strive to

relieve the spiritual poverty of others, when mortal death reigns in their

own souls ? No.

Another cause of the insensibility above alluded to, is found, we fear,

in the conjectures and speculations about, the possible exercise of divine

mercy towards «he Heathen, viz : That the Heathen may be saved with-

out the Scriptures, or thegospel—that God con do it without the appoint-

ed means, and as a just and benevolent Being, he must do it, or such and

such absurd consequences will follow. Now what may possibly be done

—

what God can or will do, and what is consistent^, or inconsistent with

his attributes in matters, where he has not instructed us, it little be-

comes us to assert who are of yesterday, and know nothing. Tne ques-

tion IS not what God can do, or what he may possibly do, but whai he

has direcfe I as our duly— vvhat part he requires us to perform for the sal-

vation of the Heathen. Witnout presuming to be wise, above what is

written, we feel authorized to say thai God's revealed method of saving

sinners, is by means of the gospel; this is employed more or less, in

every known case of conversion ; and that the scriptures do not warrant

the expectation that the Heathen can be saved in entire ignorance of Re,

vf' , or of the.gospel ot Christ. In the 10th chapter to the Romans^

Hfo.^(le certainly does teach the indispensableness of the gospel to

salvation of the Heathen. To show the absurdity of the contrary sen-

adopted the inte-rogative, instead oi the atlirmative form of

it was no doubt intended as the strongest kind of arfirma-

whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be

then shall they call upon him in whom ihey have not be-

low shall they believe in him, of whom they have not heard'?

fl they hear without a preacher? and how shallthey preach ex"

ient?" Here is a c^^ of dependent causes, making the la»^
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esesniial to the first. According to the view here taken, calling upon the

Lord, is essential to salvation ; but a person must believe in hira before

he can call "poa him ; and he must liear of him, before he can bejieve

in hira • and one must be sent to preach ic him Jesu*, hefjre be can be-

lieve in him: ergo, unless the gospel is sent to the Heatlien, they cannot

be spved. As this conclusion necessarily results from the reasoning of the

Apostle, it is impossible to resist it, without rejecting his authority as an

inspired teacher.

Until the days of Judson and Rice, the Baptists of America had done

comparatively nothing for Heathen nations. Here and there perhapsan

individual may have been found who felt concerned for the millions sit.

tijg in the region'-and shadow of death, and a few local societies were

doincr something for their relief. But ihere was no regular or extended

system of operations, and no foreign fi.lJ of labor under the care and

patronage of American Baptists. The change of sentiment which took

place in Messrs. Judson and Ricr, on their passage to Burmah, must be

acknowledged as the first in that series of causes which has awakened

the missionarv spirit in our denomination in the U. S., and which has

brousht into existence, a system of operations which is regularly bearing

to the perishing Heathen, the news of salvation, the success which has

attended these measures in the past, is sufficient to inspire the highest

hope for the future. And that you may foim some idea of what hat

been done, the following paniculars are presented, drawn from the latest

accounts, which will show the present condition of our Fv>reign Missions

and their claims upon our liberality:

••The numberot Indian Missions is

do
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In themisslon to West Africa, there are three siations, six misslouarieji

and assistants, one native astisian', one churcli of 15 members, and three

schools, containingr 78 scholars.

The nurnhnrof A«'atic Mission- is 8

do do do S'a'ions and out sfa'ion«, 41

do do do Mis'*ionari'*s and ass.istants, 56

do do do do Native assiaitants. 71

do do do riinrch»^s, 30

do do do Baptisms the pnst year, 214

do do d > Church members, 16^0

do do do S'^hools, 35

do do do Scholars, 635

Makinor a total of 20 missions. 80 stations, and outsfat'ons, 97 mis-

sions and assistants 68 rhurches, 487 baptisms thn past year, more than

2900 members of mission churches, 44 schools. and 872 scholars. About

13,350,000 pajes of the scripiures and tracts, have been printed during

the year, (1840,) Maulmain, Tavoy, and Bankok.

The receipts of the Board for the past year, exclusive of approprit-

tiops from other inetitutions, and of loans, were $56 948 42

And the pxp'^ndifures for the same period, 61 860 27

Excess of expenditures above the receipts, 4 911 85

Appropriations from other institutions, 24 100 00

In view of the deficiency of the receipts, the Board to avoid a burdea-

some debt, adooted a systeai of limitations, which was to go Into eflfecii

1st of April, 1840. The effect of this upon our missionaries, may be seen

in the followinsr extracts: ''Mr. Wall of the Tavoy Mission, says," I

fear we shall not be able to have any scnucls the next rains, unless wt
overrun the sum appropriated to this mission." Mr. Brayton, at another

station of the same mission, writes," shall I suspend all operations at

once, and send my little band of scholars back to the jungle, rfi»ap-

pointed, cast down, and dismayed? This is indeed a trying question.

1 am quite sure, if our American churches, kntw the importance of sus-

taining these schools and native assistants, there would be no want of

funds."

"From Siara, July 24, the missionaries write to the Board—"Two
lys since, we received yours of March 7, 1840, and last evening we
»nt in spreading out the case before the throne of Heaven. We are

ire that the Board are very seriously embarrassed—that many pious li-

il hearts in our native land are deeply pained, on account of this em-

fassment—aad that the threatened overthrow of all our missionary

Jciations would be a most insupportable certainty. Yet we see not

it is possible t^|ft|^uish any of our permanent arrangements witk"
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outa most serious if not fatal wrouad to the mission. With a confident

hope that our dear brethren in Christ, on being infornipd of our circura-

stancps, and the ihreaientd rui:; of uur hopes and labors, and plans, r '.I

not only ijelp t:>e B:)'ird lo sjstain our present doing., hut enable them

to send the men, and means, f t a grf-at enlarspment, we are resolv d to

pray to iheoni^ God of Missions, where the money and men are, to send

us speedily, the needed aid." Breihren, shall it be, thai this confi lence

she'll prove to have been misplaced—shall the hopes of our anxics mis-

sionaries be disappointed—and shall tiiey be compelled to abandon many

of their useful plans fur the want of means? C .nstian chariry answers

No— our resources answer No—and the love of Ctirisl should coasJraia

us to answer No.

Respectfully submitted,

J. J. FINCH, Chairman.
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